and the gradual renewal and expansion of the editorial board, up to the current structure, with a prevalence of non-Italian components. The graphic layout and the publisher also changed, from ETS to PagePress, but above all it was decided to favour the access to the Journal to a wider audience of readers, choosing to publish it both in printed and digital format and adopting the open access model for the latter (with very low publication costs).
The decision quickly turns out to be a wise one, as evidenced by the increasing number of papers submitted and published and the volume of accesses to the Journal's website: papers are quickly settled at values of about thirty a year, while accesses increase steadily, rising from 32,000 in 2015 to 55,000 in 2018, and also increases proportionally the number of papers downloaded (from about 100,000 to a peak of 170,000). The weight of the international component is also growing steadily: about three quarters of the visits to the site currently come from international readers, with India and the United States leading the way with a quarter of the visits each.
In 2014, JAE is indexed for the first time in the Scopus database, initially in the Q4 range in the categories Industrial and Manufacturing Engineering and Mechanical Engineering, and then quickly rise to Q3 and reach Q2, currently reaching the thresholds of the Q1 range for the first category (73 rd percentile).
JAE was then accepted in ESCI (the Emerging Sources Citation Index) in 2016, counting a total of 532 citations, with an h-index of 11, so far.
The Journal surpasses the milestone of its first 50 years in a phase of prominent growth, which gives hope for the future. This was only possible thanks to the strong support of the AIIA, the continuous commitment of the Editorial Board and the trust of authors and readers, to whom we would all like to extend our heartfelt thanks.
It is with pride, therefore, that we celebrate 50 years of JAE, looking to the future with a renewed commitment to contribute to the dissemination of the scientific and technological contributions that the Agricultural Engineering can offer to better address the upcoming challenges of agriculture, forestry, rural areas and agroindustry. 
Claudio Gandolfi and Giacomo Scarascia-Mugnozza
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